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We will hold the annual Josef Meditz Memorial Luncheon on April 13 in
lieu of the regular meeting, as usual. We will continue to honor Joe for his
ability to recruit over 100 people to our chapter. If you have a special
story you want to share with the members, please feel free to do so at the
luncheon. This year we will self-cater the meal (menu to-be-determined).
So that we may more accurately estimate our food needs, please make
reservations by calling one of the following people:
Byron Nichols, 816-333-5151 (byron666@earthlink.net)
or LaVerne Robinson, 913-371-7720 (save900@aol.com).
Please make reservations by April 7, 2012!!!
2012-2013 Chapter Officers

Sunflower
Chapter 1160
Kansas City, KS
Byron Nichols, Editor
March MEETING:
11:00 AM, Friday, 03/09/12
April MEETING:
11:00 AM, Friday, 04/13/12
Both at the Pat Hanlon Senior Center,
1101 Ridge Ave., Kansas City, KS
Thank You: Special thanks go out to Lena
O’Malley who sent us 48 Best Choice UPCs for the
Alzheimer Fund.
January Meeting: The meeting was cancelled due to cold inclement weather.
February Meeting: Early attendees played
Bingo prior to lunch. Some of their winnings were
contributed to NARFE/Alzheimer’s Research. The
potluck luncheon was from noon to 1:00pm and
was enjoyed by all. The luncheon was attended by
seven members and one guest, Leroy Hahne, a
member transferring from another state.
The business meeting started at 1:00pm with
VP LaVerne Robinson as the chair. President T.J.
Robinson couldn’t be present, as he now has a job
which didn’t allow him to reschedule this month.
The members recited the Lord’s Prayer and Pledge
of Allegiance in unison. Birthday greetings were
sung to Lillian Green. Leroy Hahne introduced
himself to the group. The minutes for November
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and December were read by Secretary Wanda Collins. The financial report was read by Treasurer
Byron Nichols.
Bills were paid for a total of
$325.72, including the postal permit for 2012, food
for our Xmas luncheon, kitchen supplies and drawing tickets. Alzheimer’s chair Kathy Zunick reported she will send in the next 1000 UPCs to Associated Grocers as soon as she gets their form for
this year. We get $30 per thousand plus a $30 bonus once a year, which is contributed to
NARFE/Alzheimer’s Research. Ernestine Smith of
the Sunshine Committee reported on calls she
made in the past months.
Those called were
thankful for our remembering them, some of which
may start attending again if physically able.
We will be sending three members to the Kansas convention in April, with the chapter paying
only for the registration and on-site meals.
We decided to re-start sending condolence
cards to the families of recently deceased mem-

Page 1

bers, especially those who attended meetings in
the previous year. This past month was for Dorothy Guest, who died in February.
The drawings: Attendance, #8, Wanda Collins; Half-and-half Jackpot Ticket, #127058, Ernestine Smith. Both prizes were donated to the Alzheimer's Fund.
The meeting was adjourned at 2:00pm.
Remember - for ALL meetings, if you wish to play Bingo,
bring your nickels & dimes. We usually play from just
after 11 AM until lunch. Cost is 5¢ per card per game,
10¢ per card for the Blackout game. Please Come! (We
can make change for $1 bills!)

April Meeting: Memorial reading of members
deceased in the previous year, followed by the
Josef Meditz Memorial Luncheon. The lunch menu
is to be determined. See top of newsletter to reserve a place for lunch. We will also play Bingo or
other games. No entertainment is planned.
Membership Update:
Deceased: Dorothy
Guest, 92, KCK, 2/5/12, GSA; George O. Dale, 87,
KCK, 2/14/12, USPS. Dropped for non-renewal: 3.
New Members: Leroy Hahne (transfer from another state); WELCOME.
We now have only 196
members.

Congress and the administration to base the retirement of new hires on a high-five base with
lower multipliers than current employees. Active
employees could still face an increase through other legislation, as the President has twice proposed
a 1.2% increase for all employees and House Republicans advocated a 1.5% increase for all.
The White House released its annual budget
proposal on February 13, proposing a 0.5% general pay raise in 2013. Federal employee organizations would like a larger increase, but passing
even the 0.5% through Congress will be difficult.
Also, newly introduced legislation in both the
House and Senate would bar within-grade raises as
well during any extension of the current freeze,
which is likely to occur.
CPI Increase: The Bureau of Labor Statistics
reports the January, 2012 CPI-W is 0.47% above
last December’s index (which was down from November), which is essentially unchanged from the
2011 3rd quarter average (the base average for
determining the next COLA.)
=

= = = = = = = = = = = = =
OPM Retirement Information Center:
Write to: PO Box 45, Boyers, PA 16017-0045.
Phone: 1-888-767-6738 (1-88USOPMRET)
M-F, 6:30 AM to 7:45 PM Central Time.
Hearing impaired TDD# is 1-800-878-5707.
On the Web: www.opm.gov/retire.
Remarriage, divorce, death of spouse, change of address or
financial institution or amount of life insurance under FEGLI
(among many other services)
= = = = = = = = = = = = = =
Membership Rosters are in an 8.5" x 11" format.
Write me a note at the return address block with
$1.00 each to offset printing and postage.
= = = = = = = = = = = = = =
NARFE Headquarters: 1-703-838-7760
(7 am to 3:45 pm Central Time)
Call to get official forms at this number. See the NARFE
magazine for various web addresses. Also, be sure to notify
NARFE for address changes, deaths, etc. at
1-800-456-8410 or memberrecords@narfe.org.
= = = = = = = = = = = = = =
Other numbers of Interest:
Military Retirees: 800-321-1080
V.A.: 800-827-1000
TSP: 877-968-3778
Social Security: 800-772-1213
= = = = = = = = = = = = = =

Note to families of members: When a member passes
on, please be sure to contact the chapter's Service Officer (T.J. Robinson, tjrobinson357@aol.com or 913-3717720) for assistance for which agencies to contact (such
as OPM) or forms to file. Also, notify the chapter so that
we may contact NARFE headquarters to either stop dues
billing or withholding or to transfer membership to a
widow or widower. Thank You.

Members with birthdays in March are:
Margaret Flattery
Theresa M Ruzick
Robert L Flattery
Yusuf Shareef
Edna I Gunther
Barbara L Wells
Members with birthdays in April are:
Estelle R Barger
Jeremiah Bennett
Wanda L Campbell
Virginia L Chiles
Alma L Clark
Geraldine Ellis Darden

Frank A DeSeure
Norma L Finn
Henry L Holliday
Jimmie Richard
Peggy Mae White
William L Williamson

BOLD = Attends many meetings yearly

The 18 members above have an age range of
74 to 92 and an average age of 87½. Congratulations! If you were born in March or April and not
in the list, please notify the editor at the return
address on the last page or e-mail address in the
chapter officer list.
Legislative, Financial and Health News
(summarized from FEDWeek & GEMS Bulletins and NARFE Legislative Hotlines):
Congress & the Administration: A newly
enacted law to increase federal employee contributions toward retirement will affect only newly employees after this year, but current employees still
could be facing increases through other actions.
Under a Social Security/unemployment insurance
bill, new hires in 2013 (without prior service) will
pay 2.3% more of salary toward the civil service
portion of their FERS retirement benefit. (The current FERS contribution is 0.8%, meaning their new
contribution would be 3.1%.) The new hires would
also pay the standard Social Security tax like current FERS employees. The new law continues the
Social Security ‘holiday’ of 2% through this year.
The House version originally called for a 1.5% increase for all employees to offset the cost of the
SS tax reduction, with various schemes for including current employees floated in the conference
committee. Proposals have also been floated from

If any member who doesn't attend meetings wishes to contribute to the Alzheimer's Fund, you can send a check to the Treasurer (see the return address on the back cover of the Scout).
Please make checks out to “NARFE/Alzheimer Research”. We'll
forward the contribution to the state coordinator and mention
you with thanks in the Scout. Thanks to all.

Note to members: Dues Withholding saves the national
organization money (no bills to mail out) and it saves
those who renew annually $6 each year (the equivalent
of Chapter dues) [$40 national plus $6 chapter vs. $40
total under dues withholding (effective as of August,
2011)]. You don't have to remember to write that check
or risk being dropped. 62% of our members required
to pay dues are already using withholding, why not you?
Applications
are
on
the
NARFE
website
at:
www.narfe.org.
Reminder: Please send us your “Best Choice” UPC codes
when you get a bunch! (It's not worth the postage to
mail one or two!) We get $30 per 1000 codes (3¢ per
code), plus an additional $30 bonus once a year. The
money goes to NARFE/Alzheimer's Research.
Send
them either via a member you know who goes to the
meetings or to the address in the return address block.
Remember, we need only the bar codes, not the whole
label. Saves postage $.
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